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Overview of the OpenEMPI Project
OpenEMPI seeks to provide an open community to develop and 
to critically evaluate open source solutions for use as an 
Enterprise Master Person Index (EMPI)

• Articulate an accessible framework for development of  open 
source MPI in any computing environment (J2EE, PHP, .NET, 
etc.)

• Contribute meta-analysis useful for open source MPI 
implementations on any computing platform

• Seek recommendations for a standards based approach towards 
development of  an EMPI

• Aim for a structured evaluation process
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Open Source MPI Projects
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http://openempi.org           

project code sponsor

OpenEMed Java Public Project (USA)

OpenHRE Java Browsersoft / Connecting for Health

CDX Gateway .NET CSC / Connecting for Health

OHF Java IBM / Eclipse / IHE

Febrl Python Public Project (Australia)

OpenRHIN Java California HealthCare Foundation



Open Source MPI Projects

• TeleMed built by Los Alamos National Labs in 1990s

• Based on Object Management Group distributed object 
specifications

• Renamed OpenEMed in 2000

• J2EE environment

• Available on Sourceforge
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http://openemed.org        



Open Source MPI Projects

• OpenHRE built by Browsersoft, Inc. in 2004 for the 
Mendocino SHARE project
• v 0.1 released August 2004 showing a basic health 

information exchange services

• v 0.5 released February 2006 for Connecting for Health 
demonstration of  a Record Locator Service 

• v 1.0 released January 2007 for NHIN Prototype 
Architecture
• J2EE environment
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http://www.openhre.org        



Open Source MPI Projects

• CDX Gateway built by CSC for the Massachusetts SHARE 
project as part of  the NHIN Architecture Prototype

• Version 1.0 released January 2007 for the NHIN 
Prototype Architecture

• Runs in a .NET 2.0 Framework

• Download as is, no support available from CSC
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https://ehr.consult.csc.com/cfh/code/download.aspx    



Open Source MPI Projects

• Eclipse Open Healthcare Framework (OHF) plugins 
developed by IBM for the NHIN Architecture Prototype

• Based on the Integrating the Healthcare Enterprise 
(IHE) developed by HIMSS for the annual Connectathon

• In IHE, PIX/PDQ profiles enable patient queries, 
uploads and merges

• IBM plugins for Eclipse OHF implement PIX/PDQ 
client actor profiles
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http://wiki.eclipse.org/index.php/OHF_IHE_Client_plugins     

PIX/PDQ



Open Source MPI Projects

• Febrl (Freely extensible biomedical record linkage) is 
developed by a collaboration between the Data Mining Group 
at the Australian National University (ANU) and the New 
South Wales Department of  Health

• Implementation of  the Fellegi and Sunter probabilistic 
matching method

• Still in development, not in production use

• Written in Python
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http://datamining.anu.edu.au/projects/linkage.html     



OpenEMPI Website

• Launched by Stuart Turner in January 2007

• Additional editing by Will Ross

• Three active pages

• Home page

• Links to known projects

• Bibliography

• Collaborators wanted
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http://www.openempi.org        
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http://mendocinohre.org/rhic/  

Home Page
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Links to MPI Projects
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MPI Literature Listing
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Any Questions?

“San Francisco, 137 Miles”
Highway 128 meets the Navarro River

Mendocino County, California  


